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There are people right here in Burnaby
who do not have 

the basic comforts that we cherish.



A person dealing with homelessness faces
challenges and barriers every day such as:

Hygiene
Clothing
Bedding
NutritionNutrition
Sleep deprivation
Lack of medical care
Social isolation
Crime
Drugs



We know that 80% of people who are 
dealing with homelessness are not 
visible on the street as they are visible on the street as they are 
“couch surfing” or staying temporarily 
with friends.



And that an increasing number of people 
without housing in Burnaby are employed 
and unable to make enough income to pay 
the high cost of rent.



Homeless Count In Burnaby
The number of people 
dealing with 
homelessness in 
Burnaby has risen by 
110% in the past three 
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The Fall 2008  Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation Rental Market Reports

a continuation of the low rental vacancy rate from 
.08% in 2006 to .05% in 2007 and .05% in 2008



We know that homelessness is:
Costly to RCMP resources
Costly to medical resources
An ongoing challenge and An ongoing challenge and 
difficulty for local businesses



The CARMHA report 
prepared at SFU estimates 
that the average street 
homeless person with severe 
addictions and mental illness 
costs the public system in 
excess of $55,000 per year. 

Provision of adequate 
housing and supports is 
estimated to reduce this cost 
to $37,000 per year. 
The savings, province wide, 
would be $211 million per 
year. 

“Housing and Supports for Adults with Severe
Addictions and/or Mental Illness in British
Columbia” Centre for Applied Research in
Mental Health and Addictions Feb 2008.



But the problem
with statistics 
is that they only tell
1 side of the story

And sometimes 
statistics keep the reality 
of the situation 
at a comfortable distance



These are real people.
These are Burnaby people.These are Burnaby people.
These are our neighbors 
and part of our community.
Each person has his/her own life story and
circumstance which led to being homeless.



We are continually aware of :

•the increasing numbers of people dealing with
homelessness

•the over-stretched resources 
•the very low market rental space in Burnaby
•and the fact that the cold winter months will be•and the fact that the cold winter months will be

upon us soon enough

The challenges for people dealing with
homelessness are so much greater during the
winter months.



Homelessness
is an unacceptable situation

for a Burnaby citizen to experience.



The Burnaby Task Force On 
Homelessness 

Burnaby Task Force on Homelessness
Community Issues, Community Collaboration, Community Solutions

Find Out What You Can Do to Help
Call (604) 522-9669 L317

www.progressivehousing.net

Homelessness 
was established in January 2005 

and leads local initiatives 
to END homelessness in Burnaby.



The Burnaby Task Force On Homelessness
is comprised of representatives from

– government agencies, 
– the health authority, 
– community organizations, 
– faith communities and 
– concerned citizens 

who have come together to identify and
address issues of homelessness in the City
of Burnaby.



The primary areas of focus are:
• Community Awareness and Provision of 

Services
• Extreme Weather Shelter 
• Developing Housing Solutions To 

HomelessnessHomelessness
• Developing Community Partnerships 
• Improving Income for People with the 

Issue of Homelessness or At Risk of 
Homelessness



The Burnaby Task Force on Homelessness has 
supported the opening of an Extreme Weather

Response . It is operated by Lookout Emergency Aid 
Society & is located at St Francis de Sales Church.Society & is located at St Francis de Sales Church.

In 2008-2009 the Extreme Weather Shelter was 
open for 47 nights. 1173 bed nights were utilized.

The numbers of people utilizing this service has
risen dramatically since 2006-2007.(244 bed nights)



Progressive Housing Society’s Homeless 
Outreach Program with support from the 
Burnaby Task Force on Homelessness opened 
an Outreach Resource Centre in November 
2006. This centre provides weekly access to 
outreach workers, food, clothing, medical care, a 
‘learning table’ monthly and flu shots seasonally.

•



Progressive 
Housing Society’s 
Homeless 
Outreach Program 
has expanded to 
include Mobile 
Outreach services 
that are available 
in all areas of in all areas of 
Burnaby. 

This program provides food, clothing, comfort kits, and 
outreach worker support to conduct housing searches, 
advocacy, assistance with obtaining ID for  a few 
examples.



The Progressive 
Housing Society’s 
Outreach Workers 
have assisted over 200
people to find housing since people to find housing since 

Oct. 2006.
• The Outreach Resource 

Centre has served 
over 7200 meals and 
sees an average of 85
people per week.



People have been assisted to
• find housing
• reconnect with their families
• receive medical care
• obtain identification, 
• bus passes, eye glasses • bus passes, eye glasses 
• and return to work. 

Most of all people have regained their 
sense of self worth. 



Many people assisted by the Homeless 
Outreach Program, volunteer and give 
back, as active people contributing in a 
caring community.



We have accomplished a great deal in a 
short time with the generous support of 

concerned citizens, the faith and 
business community in

Burnaby. 

The Burnaby Task Force The Burnaby Task Force 
On Homelessness 

greatly appreciates your support.



We ask for your
continued support 
to reach to reach 
the ultimate goal 
to End Homelessness
in Burnaby.



How Can You Help To Make A 
Difference

We need ……………
• monetary donations  
• blankets, towels
• used coats, sweaters, jeans, shoes • used coats, sweaters, jeans, shoes 
• new underwear, socks, band aids 
• new individual sized shampoos, 
• lotion, combs, razors, tissues
• 1 zone fare saver bus passes



Donations 
$100 will provide…50 people with a one zone fare saver pass

$200 will purchase food for 70 bagged lunches

$500 will purchase socks and underwear for 100 people

$1000 will purchase sleeping bags for 50-75 people$1000 will purchase sleeping bags for 50-75 people

The donation of a suitable house or building (if approved by 
the City of Burnaby) could assist in establishing a permanent 
Outreach Resource Centre which would operate five days a 
week.
The donation of a suitable building could ( if approved by BC 
Housing and the City of Burnaby) provide a site for short term 
and supported housing



The Burnaby Task Force On 

Homelessness needs Burnaby

citizens to let our municipal, citizens to let our municipal, 

provincial and federal politicians know

that homelessness is unacceptable.



If you wish to donate to the
Homeless Outreach Program
or volunteer your time please contact 
Cheryl Stogren at Progressive Housing SocietyCheryl Stogren at Progressive Housing Society
604-522-9669 ext 317

If you wish to donate to the Extreme Weather Shelter
or volunteer your time please contact
Dave Brown at Lookout Emergency Aid Society
604- 523-9126 ext 102



If you wish to learn more about the
Burnaby Task Force On Homelessness

please see our website at
www.burnabyhomelesstaskforce.org



Homelessness is a community issue
We believe that with continued 

community collaboration
We can reach a community solution

in Burnaby



Thank you
for your time 

and consideration.

A message from the 
Burnaby Task Force
On Homelessness


